
 
THE WOODVILLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S REGULAR MEETING - October 2, 2019 

  
This regular meeting of the Woodville Township Trustees was held on October 2, 2019. Those in attendance: 
Trustees: Chairman Paul Runion, Ken Green, and Bill Hammer, Fiscal Officer Lori Kepus, Road Supervisor         
Jim Busdiecker, Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis (left at 9:05 pm), Fire Chief Bill Andrews, Fire Captain Joe 
Kopp, Bob Schroeder, Dan Liskai, and Martha Bowen, Environmental Director at the Sandusky County Health 
Department (left at 7:10). 
 
Trustee Chairman Paul Runion called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
GUESTS - Martha Bowen, Environmental Director at the Sandusky County Health Department, attended to give 

the Trustees some information about environmental program inspections performed in August which included 
inspections conducted at schools, campgrounds, pools/beaches, temporary food services, mobile food services 
including all that were at the Sandusky County Fair, and a walk-through of the newly constructed Kroger store in 
Fremont, and stated that 117 sewer permits were issued also. Martha stated that the department has reduced 
their number of employees from 49 employees to 28. “We’ve made reductions in programs; we’ve cut all we can 
cut.” The department has a 0.5 mill levy for 5 years on the November ballot which would raise $500,000 for general 
expenses. 
 
EMS – No new run statistics could be presented at this meeting as the county’s computer network system had a 

malware attack that infiltrated their entire system, and they shut down all computer network systems except            
9-1-1. The Sandusky County Information Technology Department discovered the malicious software activity on 
the computer system on September 26 and are working with cyber-security consultants to investigate the attack 
and get service restored.  
 
The EMS did attend all of the recent emergency events in Woodville, including two fires and a search and rescue. 
They provided on-scene rehab with their Special OPS Rehab Trailer which holds medical supplies and serves as 
a command center and shelter for workers. EMS Chief Jackson and a Captain were on scene for all events. The 
Trustees thanked them for their contributions. 
 
The Trustees discussed the possibility of replacing the plumbing to the kitchen sink in the EMS quarters. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Chief Bill Andrews reported on the following: 

 
September 25 & 26 - Over 100 firefighters responded to a structure fire in the village. There were 15 firefighters 
from Woodville, 34 from Gibsonburg, 35 from Allen-Clay, 11 from Pemberville-Freedom Township, and 6 came 
over from Elmore to be on standby at our station. The Sandusky County EMS was on scene providing rehab and 
EMS Chief Jackson came to help. The department used 15 gallons of foam to battle this blaze. Firefighter Brandon 
Westerman served as command for this call and Mike Brzeczek was Captain of Rescue and wrote the reports 
required by the State Fire Marshal which were used by the Chief to submit the final report. The following day they 
had to meet with the fire marshal to review the event and file the final report. The cause was determined to be 
electrical. 
 
September 28 & 29 – A semi-truck full of chocolate caught on fire on the Ohio turnpike. The department used 20 
gallons of foam to battle this fire. The department had to return the following day as the fire rekindled.  
 
October 1 & 2 - Search & Rescue of an elderly resident that had gone missing and was found safe on the second 
day of the search. Over 100 people including emergency personnel from the surrounding area and volunteers 
from the community participated in this search. Chief Andrews stated that the manpower was tremendous and 
everyone worked very well together. 
 
The Trustees thanked the fire department for their time and effort put into these events, and all of the other 
departments that provided mutual aid during the fires along with all of the community members, police, and EMS 
that assisted with the successful search & rescue mission. 
 
It was recently discovered that the intake valves on truck X-2 were found to be almost impossible to use during 
the blowout and is in need of two new intake valves that cost $1,505 each. Trustee Green made a motion to 
purchase two intake valves. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. Also during 
pump testing, the department realized that they would benefit from the purchase of a pitot gauge. A pitot gauge 
measures the nozzle pressure of the water coming out of a fire hose. They cost around $205 each. 
 
The department welcomed two new recruits – Zach Brossia and Joseph Walkowiak.  
 
Conor Emch who was on a temporary leave due to his work schedule is back and has become an active member 
again. 
 
Dave Miller and Mark Grove are at the Fire Hose Demonstration at Owens Community College tonight that is 
being sponsored by Finley Fire Equipment about the company’s new Mercedes hose. 
 
Upcoming fire events: 

 
 October 3 - The department will participate in an evacuation drill at Woodmore Elementary School. 
 October 7 – The department will tour the Martin Marietta plant 
 October 7 & 10 – Mark Grove will conduct activities at Woodmore Elementary for Fire Prevention Week 
 October 7 – Promedica CEUs for EMRs 
 October 8 – Vanguard CEUs at the Woodville station 

 October 9 – Lifeflight 4 CEUs at the Fremont airport 
 October 10 – Hose testing will be done here 
 October 13 – Fire Department’s first fundraising Pancake & Sausage Breakfast of the season 
 October 14 – The department will tour Area Aggregates’ quarry 
 October 21 – WTVFD, Inc. business meeting 
 October 28 – The date for the second phase of the Martin Marietta plant tour 
 October 30 – Wood County CEUs 
 October 30 – There is a County Association meeting in Helena 
 October 31 – Woodville will hold their Trick-or-Treating and the department will be at the crossings on 

Route 20. 
 November 2 – Fremont Fire will sponsor a small house live burn fire training class. The department would 

like to take six firefighters at a cost of $50 each. 
 
 



ZONING – Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis reported on the following: 

 
 He has spoken to various residents about possible upcoming issues. He also went out and took pictures 

of the Crozier property, 3775 TR 93, as it appears that they have added a few more items to their junk 
pile and the issue will need to be addressed.  

 The Dawsons, 6978 TR 107, Gibsonburg, have boarded up the non-conforming building/garage on the 
east side of the property, but there is still a door on the south side of the building and he will be sending 
them a letter. 

 He spoke with Gary Thomasson, 2920 TR 14, and said the non-compliant vehicles need to be moved, 
and the camper needs to come down as it cannot be lived in. 

 It appears that there has been activity on the Moser property, 2875 TR 24, Gibsonburg, but is not sure if 
the junk has just been cleaned up or moved around.  

 Scott Gentry, 1238 West Main Street, would like to split the lot he is currently living on, owned by Tom 
Linke, and make a part of it commercial. Steve spoke with John Willey from Regional Planning and Mr. 
Willey has not yet received an application for a lot split on this property. An auction of the property has 
been scheduled for October 20. The Trustees stated they continue to see more vehicles that are in non-
compliance with the terms of Mr. Gentry’s home-based business permit.  Steve will send him a letter. 

 The Powells, 2505 TR 42, Gibsonburg – there is still some debris on the property, but it appears that the 
pile is smaller. The Trustees agreed that since it appears that she is making good progress on removal, 
more than we have had in a few years, they will not yet refer this matter to the county prosecutor. 

 There is evidence that Jesse Jay Harman, 1527 State Route 105, is living there again in the RV camper 
as there is electricity and satellite hooked up to the RV camper and sides are out. The Trustees directed 
Steve to send out a letter immediately, and if he does not comply, the matter will be referred to the county 
prosecutor. A copy of the letter is below. 

 A letter of zoning violation by Bobby Wilson, 4896 State Route 20, will also be sent by certified mail after 
repeated attempts of asking him to comply have failed to get any action. 

 
Bobby C. Wilson, Sr., 105 Holiday Drive, Marietta, OH 
 
The Woodville Township Zoning Inspector has observed that your premises located at 4896 State Route 20, 
Woodville, Ohio contains violations of the Woodville Township Zoning Resolution and the Ohio Revised Code. 
Specifically, but not exclusively, these violations include: storage of a junk vehicle on the lot, a non-conforming 
structure on the lot, and storage of other junk items on the lot. You were previously made aware of this through 
certified letters in the mail, as well as phone conversations. This letter is to inform you that failure to comply by 
October 15, 2019 will result in this matter being referred to the Sandusky County Prosecutor for possible 
prosecution. 

 
Jesse and Kim Harman, 1527 State Route 105, Woodville, OH 
 
It has been observed that your premises located at 1527 State Route 105, Woodville, Ohio contains a violation of 
the Woodville Township Zoning Resolution. You were previously instructed to remove a non-compliant housing 
structure from the premises, which was removed.  This same non-compliant housing structure is again back on 
the property, in violation of our Zoning Resolution. You have until October 15, 2019 to remove this structure, or 
this matter will be referred to the Sandusky County Prosecutor for possible prosecution. 
 
CEMETERY – Jim Busdiecker reported that they have started to dig the footers for monument foundations for the 

fall order. This pour there are quite a lot to do – 9 at Westwood Cemetery and 3 at the Woodville Cemetery on 
Lime Road. It will have to be done in two different pours and will be completed by the end of the month. 
 
The Trustees further discussed installing a security camera at the Woodville Cemetery. Trustee Hammer spoke 
with Travis Knepper, Digicom, who stated a camera system would probably cost around $1,000 to $1,500. Jim 
stated he could purchase a camera for a few hundred dollars. Trustee Hammer made a motion to allow up to 
$400 to be spent for the purchase of a security camera system. Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll 
call. Motion passed. 
 
Cemetery fall cleanup is October 15. Jim said they would be able to have it all cleaned up by October 18 and the 
final mow of the season will be also be done by that date, so the Trustees decided that residents would be allowed 
to place their fall and winter arrangements any time after that date. 

 
ROAD DEPARTMENT – Supervisor Jim Busdiecker said the tile that was discovered to be damaged on TR 24 

back in February was finally able to be looked at by Adkins Sanitation on September 12. The township observed 
that Michels, the company working on the NEXUS pipeline project, had made a substandard/unapproved 
connection in the tile. The township is gatherings costs for the repairs needed and the costs will be billed to 
NEXUS.    
 
Trustee Runion prepared this letter and the Trustees were all in agreement to have it sent to NEXUS: 
 
We met on September 13, 2019 at the right of way on Township Road 24 in Woodville Township. We discussed 
a 12 inch tile in the right of way that was repaired by Michels and discovered that a temporary tee was plugging 
our tile. We have been monitoring that tile for more than 6 months.  
 
Initially our tile blew out, and we hired Adkins Sanitation from Fremont to Jett and camera. A NEXUS 
representative looked at it, but he didn't agree that Michels caused the problem. Since the water was flowing so 
hard we temporarily stopped the search of the problem. On September 12, 2019, the tile dried up so we could 
continue our investigation and Adkins came out again. We vacuumed another hole and were able to get through 
to the right of way where we found a temporary tee and poor repair of the tile. The video of the tile shows a gap 
that a hand could fit in and an open 4" PVC tile that is tied into our tile.  
 
The cost from Adkins for the vac work and camera is $2,100.00. The cost to repair the tile in the right of way is 
$2,593.50. The cost to repair the two other spots - the blow out and the area we went in with the camera is 
$2,201.50. The Woodville Township Trustees believe Michels owes Woodville Township a total of $6,895.00 for 
the repairs. 
   
Jim said that M&B Asphalt milled the bridge on TR 62 and water proofed it on September 25-26 in preparation of 
that road being repaved. This is an Issue II project projected to cost $159,000. TR 62 will be repaved from US 20 
North to TR 93. The state will pay for $68,370 and the township is responsible for the remaining balance of 
$90,630.Trustee Hammer is the project manager for this joint project among Woodville, Jackson, Madison, Rice, 
Riley, and Washington Townships and Fiscal Officer Kepus is the Chief Financial Officer. 
 
Jim said new tires are needed on the Ford backhoe and also on the trailer that carries the lawn mowers. Wayne 
Sandrock has three good tires he could sell to the township for a nominal amount. Trustee Runion made a motion 
to purchase three tires from Wayne Sandrock for the trailer in the amount of $75 and $450 per rear tire and $164 



per tire for front tires on the backhoe from Speck Tires. Trustee Hammer seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. 
 
Due to the closure of Westwood Auto Parts (Woodville NAPA) last week, Kepus opened an account for the 
township at Genoa NAPA. 
 
The Trustees thanked Bob Schroeder for allowing the township to use his property to store rock dug out from the 
NEXUS pipeline project until we have a place to put it. The rock will be used for the ditch bank on TR 42 that has 
been sliding. 
 
FISCAL OFFICER – Lori Kepus presented the Trustees with the Township’s balanced bank reconciliation for the 

month of September and the updated Fund, Revenue, and Appropriation Status reports. 
 
Below is the September financial report.     
 

September Revenue Received             64,275.92 
 
September Expenses Paid            159,060.14 
 
Balance of all Funds as of 9/30/2019    $2,253,432.44 

 
The township received a check from the Ohio Bureau of Worker’s Compensation in the amount of $2,777.28 for 
the reimbursement of 88% of the policy premium paid by the township on their 2017 payroll. This check is a part 
of the agency’s $1.5 billion dividend made possible by their strong investment returns received and the good work 
of employers who pay their BWC premiums on time and look out for the health and safety of their employees. 
 
The American Red Cross held a bloodmobile at the station on September 26 and collected 13 pints of blood. The 
next bloodmobile is from noon to 5 pm on December 19. 
 
The Trustees will host a meeting of the Sandusky County Commissioners at 6 pm on Tuesday, October 29 at the 
fire station. The commissioners are holding some of their regular meetings at different locations throughout the 
county. On the agenda will be new Woodville Township EMS, the health department levy, and the county’s board 
of developmental disabilities. The public is invited to attend. There will be a public open forum at 8 pm which 
follows their regular agenda format. 
 
The Sandusky County Health Department will hold a flu clinic for Woodville residents on Friday, October 11 from 
noon to 2 pm at the fire station. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to approve the warrants. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. Trustee Green made a motion to approve the Trustee’s September 18, 2019 regular meeting 
minutes. Trustee Hammer seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
A request from firefighter Joe Kopp was approved for use of the fire hall for a family party on Saturday,      
December 14 at 2 pm. 
 
At 9:40 pm, with no further business, Trustee Hammer moved for adjournment. Trustee Green seconded. This 
meeting was held in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code’s Sunshine Law. 
 
 
 


