
 
 
 

 
THE WOODVILLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S REGULAR MEETING - October 16, 2019 

  
This regular meeting of the Woodville Township Trustees was held on October 16, 2019. Those in attendance: 
Trustees: Chairman Paul Runion, Ken Green, and Bill Hammer, Fiscal Officer Lori Kepus, Road Supervisor         
Jim Busdiecker, Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis, Sandusky County  EMS Chief Jeff Jackson (left at 7:36 pm), 
Fire Chief Bill Andrews, Assistant Fire Chief Dave Miller, Fire Captain Joe Kopp (left at 8:45 pm), Brandon 
Westerman (left at 8:18 pm), Paul Heineman (left at 9 pm), Dan Liskai, Ellen Bergman from Genoa, and Derek 
Sprouse, Sprouse Insurance/OTARMA. 
 
Trustee Chairman Paul Runion called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. and led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
GUESTS – Ellen Bergman from Genoa was present to let the Trustees know that she is ready to begin her 

restoration work on the gravesite of the Johann Bergmann family who are buried in Sugar Creek Cemetery on 
Route 20. She is donating her time to this project, and she will pay all necessary expenses. The Trustees thanked 
her for her contributions. She left at 7:04 pm.  
 
Liability Insurance Renewal – Derek Sprouse from Sprouse Insurance presented an overview of the township’s 

liability insurance policy that is up for renewal on October 19 with the Ohio Township Risk Management Agency 
(OTARMA). The total policy cost is $24,590.00. Derek explained that the prices remained relatively steady this 
year, but the fire department did increase the value of the contents in their station to more appropriately reflect 
their inventory.  
 
OTARMA also announced that the township will receive a dividend in the amount of $2,019.82 in the next few 
months. OTARMA distributes excess reserve funds to all members. This excess results from OTARMA’S 
conservative investment strategies, active loss control program, and positive claims experience. OTARMA’s 
excess this year was $1.2 million. Trustee Hammer made a motion to accept the liability insurance renewal with 
OTARMA in the amount of $24,590.00. Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
Mr. Sprouse left at 7:24 pm. 
 
EMS – Sandusky County EMS Chief Jeff Jackson was present and stated that the county’s computer network 

system continues to recover after last month’s malware attack that infiltrated their entire system and shut down 
all computer network systems except 9-1-1. Some systems had to be entirely rebuilt, and it is a very tedious task. 
The county is now closely monitoring everything as it slowly comes back up.  
 
Due to this attack, the county’s credit cards are not being accepted at all locations, and Chief Jackson asked if 
their west-end squads could fuel up at the fire station for the time being. The Trustees stated this would be 
acceptable as long as all fuel use is recorded on the fuel log located in the fire station so the county can be 
properly billed for the fuel used. The Trustees stated that this works to everyone’s advantage as there will always 
be good fuel in the tank as it will flow more continuously. The road supervisor will monitor the tank to make sure 
there is always enough fuel and make sure we don’t need to order more from Luckey Farmers. 
 
Chief Jackson presented the September run reports for LS-19. There were 44 runs in September with 62% of the 
patients being transported to the hospital.  
 
The county continues to do minor maintenance work on the squad including the lights and wiring and the engine 
oil cooler. He said they feel this may have been our ghost air leak that has been causing issues for quite a long 
time and it is now resolved. 
 
Dave Miller told Chief Jackson that the fire department is very appreciative of their assistance at the recent house 
fire. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Chief Bill Andrews reported on the following: 

 
 X-2 is at WW Williams for its annual service check and possibly minor repair work. 
 X-4 – the screen panel on the foam system is not functioning and will be replaced by Finley Fire. 
 R-1 also received its annual service check.  
 Pump hose testing will be done at the station on October 17 by National Hose Testing. 
 The department had a really good turnout for the department’s first fund-raising pancake and sausage 

breakfast of the season. There were 395 breakfasts served. 
 
There was discussion on the construction of a new building and purchase of a new fire truck. The department 
stated that they have been looking at models and Sutphen will be at the station on October 21 and Pierce on 
November 25. They are considering replacing the 1996 pumper with a new model that would cost between 
$500,000-$650,000. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to allow the payment of $8,370.00 for runs and training made by members of the 
fire department during the 3rd Quarter, 2019. Trustee Hammer seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion 
passed. Kepus will directly deposit the payroll checks for each firefighter on October 23. 

 
Upcoming fire events: 
 

 October 17 – Woodmore’s Homecoming Bonfire. Chief Andrews, Mark Grove, Matt Depner, and Conor 
Emch will participate with X-2. 

 October 18 – Woodmore’s Homecoming Parade in Elmore. Paul & Cheryl Ward will participate with truck 
X-5. 

 October 21 – WTVFD, Inc. business meeting. 
 October 28 – The second phase of the Martin Marietta plant tour will be held. 
 October 30 – Continuing education class at Wood County Hospital taught by ProMedica. 
 October 30 – County Association meeting in Helena. 
 October 31 – Woodville will hold their Trick-or-Treating and the fire department will be at the crossings 

on Route 20. 
 November 1 – Training class on difficult airways conducted by ProMedica Air & Mobile held at Wood 

County Hospital. 
 November 4 - Lifeflight landing training with Mercy Life Flight. 
 November 9 – The department will provide stand-by in Elmore for their fire department’s annual Feather 

Party. 



 November 16 – Fremont Fire will sponsor a small house live burn fire training class. The department 
would like to take six firefighters at a cost of $50 each. 

 
ZONING – Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis reported on the following: 

 
BOBBY WILSON, Sr. - 105 Holiday Drive, Marietta, OH. Mr. Michaelis said he had a telephone conversation with 
Mr. Wilson. Mr. Wilson stated that he is 85 years old and now lives in southern Ohio. He said he gave the property 
at 4896 State Route 20, Woodville, to his son, Bob Jr., but it’s still in the father’s name. Mr. Wilson said he has 
spoken to his lawyer who states the Township is not allowed to go onto his property. Mr. Michaelis told Mr. Wilson 
he needs to move the car, container, and sheds off the property. Mr. Wilson said he will remove the car this 
weekend. The Trustees will put this issue on hold to see what progress is made before their next meeting on 
November 6. 
 
JESSE JAY & KIM HARMAN – 1527 State Route 105, Woodville. Steve said it appears that the Harman’s are 
living in the RV camper behind the house once again. Mr. Harman stated he is not living there. Trustee Runion 
also spoke to him and he said he is not living in the trailer and he is now restoring the house and his intentions 
are to move into the house. The Township will continue to monitor this situation.  
 
SCOTT & BARB GENTRY - 1238 West Main Street, Woodville. The Gentrys wish to split the lot they are currently 

living on, owned by Tom Linke, and leave less than an acre of the property and then file an application to redistrict 
the smaller parcel to commercial. An auction of the property is scheduled for October 20. Mr. Michaelis and Zoning 
Commission Member Bill Rowles visited Mr. Gentry to talk about this. They learned that Mrs. Gentry has inherited 
a home in the village. They explained that if the Gentrys move off the property, they no longer have a home-based 
business and would not be in compliance with their permit to run their home based business of the temporary 
storage of automobiles that is required during the transfer and transportation of vehicles from one dealer to 
another, so their permit would become invalid and that a property of less than an acre cannot be redistricted. Mr. 
Michaelis will continue to discuss the lot split issue with John Willey from Sandusky County Regional Planning, 
the department that approves any application for property lot splits. 
 
KAREN POWELL, 2505 TR 42, Gibsonburg. Ms. Powell continues slowly to make progress on removing the 
second residence on her property. Steve said he will write her a letter to continue the cleanup. Until the foliage 
clears, the Trustees will continue to monitor this situation, and will revisit her issue in the near future. 
 
Trustee Runion spoke with Greg Schwartz, 1654 West Main Street, Woodville, regarding the noxious weeds 
growing on his property.  Mr. Schwartz stated that they are attempting to make a conservatory in their yard, and 
they are willing to talk to the County Extension Agent, the Black Swamp Conservancy in Pemberville, and Trustee 
Green who is also a conservationist because they want to learn what plants they can grow that will not produce 
noxious weeds to comply with the rules of a conservancy and the township. The Trustees will follow up with the 
Schwartz’ in the future. 
 
Trustee Green reported that Area Aggregates has complied with their noxious weed letter and sprayed their 
weeds, but the Township has not yet heard back from Kelsey Gahler, 6760 TR 165, regarding the noxious weeds 
on her vacant property. 
 
CEMETERY – Jim Busdiecker reported that the last of the 12 fall foundations orders will be done tomorrow. 

 
The Trustees signed two cemetery deeds: Sharon Wyborski, Woodville, 2 plots; and Mike & Nancy Brocke, 
Woodville, for 2 plots. 
 
ROAD DEPARTMENT – Supervisor Jim Busdiecker reported that M&B Asphalt has completed the Issue II paving 

project on TR 62 on October 4 & 5 and bermed it on Saturday, October 12. 
 
Trustee Runion stated that the township has not received a response from Michels, the contractor repairing 
damaged roads for NEXUS, regarding damage caused by them to the tile on TR 24. An estimate of damages to 
the tile was given to Sandusky County Engineer Carlos Baez, and he forwarded it to Michels.   

Michels did agree to repair edges on TR 93 that they damaged. Trustee Green made a motion to have Geo.Gradel 
repair additional edges on TR 93 while they were working in the area and to allow Jim Busdiecker to patch areas 
on TR 121 if we can’t get NEXUS and the county to agree in a timely manner on who’s responsibility it is to have 
it fixed as the road needs repaired before winter sets in.  Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. Trustee Runion is also going to have Carlos come out and look at new road damage discovered 
on TR 121 and TR 48 that Michel's did the week before so the township can get this repaired before winter. 
 
The Trustees approved the attendance of Jim Busdiecker at a pavement preservation lunch & learn event 
sponsored by LTAP on November 14 from 8:30 am to 2:15 pm at Great Wolf Lodge in Sandusky. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to allow Lori Kepus to sign the final ODOT sign grant agreement so the final order 
can be placed for new road signs. Trustee Hammer seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
A second request for payment of $99.02 for ditch cleaning was received by various individuals along the N.F. 
Johnson Ditch. The Trustees were not aware of this project as it was not a petitioned ditch by the county. They 
declined to pay the original bill at the Trustee’s meeting on June 19. Trustee Green made a motion to send the 
group a letter and again deny payment as the project was not a petitioned ditch project. Trustee Hammer 
seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
Seasonal worker Wayne Sandrock will be taking a personal medical leave in November, but worker Dave 
Busdiecker will be returning from his leave shortly thereafter. 
 
FISCAL OFFICER – Lori Kepus reported that the Township renewed a CDARS with Huntington Bank in the 

amount of $300,000 for a 2-year period at an interest rate of 1.55%. 
 
Trustee Hammer made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-11 to allow the township to participate in the State of 

Ohio’s Cooperative Purchasing Program for 2020. Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion 
passed. The $100 annual administrative fee was paid at tonight’s meeting. 
 
Kepus reported that the new Director for the Ottawa-Sandusky-Seneca County Recycling District is Kathleen 
Rocco. She sent the Township an email stating she would like to come out soon and meet everyone. 
 
The Trustees will host a meeting of the Sandusky County Commissioners at 6 pm on Tuesday, October 29 at the 
fire station. The commissioners are holding some of their regular meetings at different locations throughout the 
county. On the agenda will be new Woodville Township EMS, the health department levy, and the county’s board 



of developmental disabilities. The public is invited to attend. There will be a public open forum at 8 pm which 
follows their regular agenda format. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to approve the warrants. Trustee Hammer seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. Trustee Runion made a motion to approve the Trustee’s October 2, 2019 regular meeting minutes. 
Trustee Hammer seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
At 9:08 pm, with no further business, Trustee Hammer moved for adjournment. Trustee Green seconded. This 
meeting was held in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code’s Sunshine Law. 


